
THE WEINSTEIN INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION, in collaboration with ACI Partners, the Mediation
Academy and Legal Studies,  and Senior Fellows Patricia Zghibarta and Dumitru Lefter, is proud to

announce the Second Edition of the International Mediation Writing Competition in Moldova. 

Law students from Moldova (any year, including Master's level) who are not yet practicing lawyers or
mediators are invited to register their interest and write a mediation memorandum on behalf of a client

preparing to participate in the mediation of a litigated dispute.

The top paper in Moldova will be awarded a cash prize of $1000 (USD).

 Deadline for submissions in Moldova is December 1, 2025. The announcement of the winner from
Moldova and other countries will take place during an online global event planned for 

December 11, 2025. 

2025 MEDIATION WRITING
COMPETITION IN MOLDOVA 

Interested students may register to participate using the following link.
 REGISTER HERE: Registration Form

For more information, please contact us at wif.mediation.md@gmail.com

Follow us on Social Media

LinkedIn: @Weinstein-International-Foundation
Facebook: @WeinsteinInternationalFoundation

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhRLwtsGemn3t6_-a85pHtQj5Rsgmb7itMYTdrrFw0cor4A/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhRLwtsGemn3t6_-a85pHtQj5Rsgmb7itMYTdrrFw0cor4A/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhRLwtsGemn3t6_-a85pHtQj5Rsgmb7itMYTdrrFw0cor4A/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhRLwtsGemn3t6_-a85pHtQj5Rsgmb7itMYTdrrFw0cor4A/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhRLwtsGemn3t6_-a85pHtQj5Rsgmb7itMYTdrrFw0cor4A/viewform?usp=preview
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PROJECT TIMELINE IN MOLDOVA
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Announcement of the
Competition + Call for

Participants

September 23, 2025

Deadline for
Submission of
Memoranda

December 1, 2025 December 10, 2025

Evaluation
Deadline

September 25, 2025

WIF
Competition

Kick-Off Event

October 30, 2025 

WIF Student
Networking

Event

November 20, 2025

WIF Sponsor
Event

Global Awards
Ceremony

December 11, 2025
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Your memoranda must not exceed 2500 words, with one part (at least 60%) to be shared with
the other party and the mediator and the other part to be kept confidential between you and
the mediator. You may be creative in your writing style but you are not allowed to add facts that
are not included in the case.

All entries will be anonymised. Entries will be judged based on criteria that test your ability 
to marshal facts, law and procedural history effectively, your ability to be persuasive without 
alienating the other side, to suggest ways that the mediator might be able to maximize the 
likelihood of a successful mediation and, of course, your writing ability.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENT PARTICIPANTS

*** 

The Weinstein International Foundation invites you to enter this year's International Mediation
Writing Competition in Moldova. 

Law students from Moldova are invited to write a mediation memorandum on behalf of a client
who is preparing to participate in the mediation of a litigated dispute. 

The competition is intended to increase student interest in mediation, enhance the skill level 
of advocates in the mediation process, and to raise the level of quality of the written
memoranda submitted prior to mediation. 

The top paper in Moldova will be awarded a cash prize of $1000 (USD).*

Deadline for submissions in Moldova is December 1, 2025. Announcement of the
winner will take place on December 11, 2025.

Follow us on Social Media

LinkedIn: @Weinstein-International-Foundation
Facebook: @WeinsteinInternationalFoundation



On behalf of the Weinstein International Foundation (hereinafter “WIF”), we would like to thank
you for agreeing to act as a judge in the fourth iteration of the WIF International Mediation Writing
Competition. This short memo is meant to help guide you through the process of judging entries to the
competition.

As a judge, you will be reading a number of short memoranda written by law students who are
acting as advocates in a mediation scenario. The memoranda should not exceed 2500 words, with a
division of the memo into an open part (intended to be shared with the other party) and a closed part
(intended to be kept confidential between the mediator and the author). You will be judging the memos
according to nine criteria. These criteria (spelled out in more detail in the attached “Criteria for Judges”)
are:

-Summarizes facts effectively, accurately and completely
-Uses law appropriately (The applicable law is the law that students are taught at their law school)
-Persuades the other side about the strength of the author’s claim
-Invites the other party to negotiate in good faith
-Offers a helpful description of negotiation history
-Offers a realistic assessment of the obstacles to settlement
-Proposes useful and workable strategies to help guide the mediator in determining his approach
-Effectively breaks down information between the open part and the closed part
-Is generally well-written

Each criterion will be awarded equal weight along a four-point scale, as follows:
POOR (OR MISSING) = 0
FAIR = 1
GOOD = 2
EXCELLENT = 3

The highest score an author may obtain is 27 points

Your role involves four discrete tasks.

1. Read these instructions in their entirety. Please raise any questions you may have about the
instructions before taking any additional steps.
2. Read this year’s problem (attached) a few times to get a sense of the scenario and the role of the
advocate.
3. Read each entry/memorandum and grade each of the criteria on a copy of the “Grading Sheet for
Judges” (attached). You need merely to place an “X” or a check in the appropriate box to the right of each
criterion.
4. Return completed sheets as indicated according to the specific instructions provided for your local
context.

Thank you very much for agreeing to judge this competition. We hope that this event helps raise
awareness of the importance of mediation in the world of dispute resolution, and also of the 
importance of good advocacy in mediation. Your contribution in this competition will turn that 
hope into reality.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR JUDGES 
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